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.     INTRODUCTION 
 
As a Church of England (Voluntary Controlled) Primary School, St Lawrence School's worship policy not 
only follows the minimum statutory requirements common to all schools, as set down in the 1988 
Education Reform Act (now consolidated in the 1996 Education Act1), but is also in line with the beliefs 
and practices of the Church of England, as established for the school under its trust deeds2.  As a church 
school, collective worship is therefore a very important part of the life of our School, and this policy draws 
on advice from the Diocese of Rochester's Board of Education. 
 
‘Music and liturgies used in worship should reflect the best of traditional and modern Anglican worship, it 
should connect with the theme and explore the sacred to educate and engage. Music used should reflect 
the diverse worship experience of the wider Christian community. Care should be taken with the music and 
liturgy: the traditional and modern riches of Christian hymnody and music will be drawn upon, but schools 
should think about what is most appropriate, at a given time, for the spiritual life of their particular 
community.’  
 
(CEEO collective worship guidance document May 21) 
 
At St Lawrence Church of England Primary School, Collective Worship is the beating heart of the school. 
We use the planning from the Rochester Diocese and weave through our vision and values for our 
Collective Worship provision. 

Our Collective Worship is: 

Invitational, offering everyone the opportunity to engage in the act of worship, whilst allowing the 
freedom for those of other faiths and none to be present with integrity. 
Inspiring and Creative, impacting the whole community and motivating them into action. 
Inclusive, where all are included, have a voice and are listened to. 
A valued part of the culture of the school, breathing life into every aspect of the school day. 

Each term we will explore one of our four values and explore how the value connects with our collective 
worship themes.  

We use the guidance from the Church of England around Collective Worship and we use the planning 
from the Rochester Diocese and weave through our vision and values for our Collective Worship 
provision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 DfEE Circular 1/94 (50) states "Collective worship in schools should aim to provide the opportunity for 

pupils to worship God, to consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs; to encourage 

participation and response, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening 

to and joining in the worship offered; and to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values 

and reinforce positive attitudes." 
2 E.g. Conveyance dated 27 August 1947, 1st Schedule (3):, which states: "[The school] shall always be in 

union with and conducted upon the principles and furtherance of the ends and designs of the National Society for 

Promoting Religious Education in accordance with the principles of the Church of England." 
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AIMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school worship contributes to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils, as 
appropriate to their ages and aptitudes.  For example: 
 
❖ It helps pupils' spiritual development by teaching them about God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 

giving them the opportunity to worship him together.  Worship also enables them to hear about him 
from the Bible, to develop their relationship with him through prayer, and to reflect on themselves 
and his world.   

❖ It helps pupils' moral development by taking time to be aware of different life values, while 
developing a common ethos and shared values based on Christian standards. 

❖ It promotes pupils' social development by helping them to feel part of a community, and will 
reinforce positive attitudes.  Our worship will encourage participation and response, whether 
through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining in the 
worship offered. 

❖ It helps pupils' cultural development by drawing on the Christian heritage - both through the Bible 
and other key writings, and through religious festivals and practices. 

 

 

. ORGANISATION (When, Where, For Whom, and How) 
 
School worship: 
 
❖ Takes place daily 

❖ Is for all pupils 

❖ May take place with different school groups 

❖ Takes place either on the school premises or in the adjacent church 

❖ Has a Christian and educational character.  The setting has a distinctive religious feature (e.g. 
religious symbols) and is conducive to worship. 

❖ Is planned, with specific themes (see also 4 below), at a level in accordance with the differing age 
groups and levels of understanding in the school. 

❖ Is reviewed termly. 

 

Inclusive Inspirational Invitational 
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. CONTENT OF WORSHIP 
 

As a Church of England School, the content of our worship is organised to: 
 
❖ Cover all the major Christian Festivals (i.e. including Christmas, Easter and Pentecost) 

❖ Draw on frequent Bible teaching, particularly as stories.   

❖ Use the Lord's Prayer regularly. 

❖ Be delivered in a variety of ways.  (These will usually include music and songs, story and discussion, 
and a time for prayer and reflection.) 

❖ Include a celebration of the children’s achievements within the context of an act of worship. 

 

. SPECIAL SERVICES and CHURCH LINKS 
 

The school values both its special links with the incumbent (REV. Serena) and parish of St 
Lawrence's and its church and also its contacts with ministers of other Christian traditions. The 
whole school worships in church at least four times a year, with an invitation extended to 
parents and friends. The dates and content are often planned to mark Christian festivals, or 
significant school occasions; the planning and leadership is shared by the incumbent, staff and 
sometimes the children. St Lawrence School also participates in the Church Schools Festival at Rochester 
Cathedral each year. 
 

. INCLUSION AND WITHDRAWAL 
 

Although worship has such a central part in our school life, parents have a legal right to withdraw their 
children from this school activity.  Before reaching a decision to exercise this right, however, parents are 
encouraged to discuss the issues fully with the headteacher.  (Note that even where a child is withdrawn 
from worship, the school remains 'in loco parentis', and on practical grounds the child may need to remain 
in the same room where worship is taking place.) 
 
Teachers also have the right to withdraw, on grounds of conscience, but we hope they will feel able to 
support the Christian ethos of the school and to participate in this important part of it. 

 

 

 
 

 Signed Date 

Approved by Governing Body  

 

Governing Body 17/09/26 

Chairman of Governors 

 

Paul Martin 17/09/26 

Headteacher 

 

Daniel Eaton 17/09/26 
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